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Choosing a topic  

Answer the following questions to help you choose a topic.  

1.​ What topics interest you within the subject area?   

 
 

2.​ What significant terms, concepts and keywords describe your topic? These terms will be keys 
for searching online catalogues and databases, the internet, and print resources for 
information about your topic. Do some background reading on the topics.  

 
 

3.​ What IB concepts do you think would relate to your topic area / keywords?  

 
 

4.​ What articles on your topic area can you find? Use Google Scholar: search topic areas, 
keywords and concepts. Try different combinations of keywords to search results.  

 
 

5.​ What do the articles/book extracts tell you about the topic? Read the extracts. Highlight 
interesting passages in the readings. Make short comments – what ideas did you find 
interesting in the articles? 

 
 
 

6.​ Choose the one topic that you are the most interested in. Discuss this topic with your 
supervisor.  
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